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CIaSAISHOWIAaYSI20@0/201= 29 (12 good, 17 marginal)

Editorial
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" Andy & Fiona Cox plus
unsuspecting friend & novice

THE CLASH SEASON - 2019/20 skier claim the Golden Boot
14" Nov 2019

It will come of no surprise that we had a belowrage season
with 29 skiing days this winter. A long way frometiwvorst.
That dubious honour falls to the dismal 19 day#$hef2016/17
winter. The first skiing came on th& 8lovember and we had §
odd marginal days up until the1 Eebruary when we got the
first proper snow for a few days but the best gkididn’t come
until the 24" February when we had a couple of good weeks
skiing in some excellent conditions and the traise very
busy with skiers. Unfortunately, conditions werestitable on
, our race dates, either not
enough snow or too icy
for safe racing — oh! the
frustrations of Scottish skiing.

Seasons when we don't get skiing over the festareod always seem worse but
the February/March period is typically our besirglitime in the forest. Looking
at my snow records since 2003/04 one thing thas dnd out is the percentage
of good days each season has markedly worsenesl 20i@/13. Up until that date
@ we typically saw 75% good days each season bug $ivem it is more like 45%.
== What | think this is showing is that although will siverage around 50 ski days
COLIN'S PATCH each winter we are getting less snow when it dakkslf has been a while since

Efforts like this can make ) . . X
all the difference. A little I've had to dig the snowmobile out of deep snowitslri

bit of shovelling by Colin

Miller repaired a couple

of bare patches to give
uninterrupted skiing




Evening Ski in the Clash, Thu 28 Feb.

A few Club Thursday sessions were moved to thelCaasl all were well attended with members realisiog need to
be very opportunistic during a poor ski season\ileéve just had. The best attended was on tffeF2® when over 30
club members & guests gathered up in the forest.pléin was to meet at the Hytti then, well that wése plan didn’t
extend any further than that. The coaches tookutiiers to do some training. As | started to skagvinto the dark |
heard Elizabeth shout to the milling skiers awaitine plan “follow Pete, he will take you on a skmewhere”. | don’t
know what she was thinking, me in charge? Whatasthegpossessed her to think | was a responsiblé?a8loyway, a
large group did indeed follow me, down The LairtMwe easiest trail in the dark, but | thought &sna good idea. We
wended our way through the lower trails for a it ahink people started to enjoy being on the renghnpisted trails
for a change. Eventually we ended up by the mahdst for a descent down Leids Leap, Wildcat wastars and
forbidding. A few in the party weren't looking foasd to the downhill, tricky in daylight but as igd to explain, in the
dark it must be easier as you can’t see where y@gaing to crash. The snow was perfect, in fazterfect as | had
concocted a plan to ski on ahead to one of thkytliends then take incriminating photos of the lveas All sailed past
in style with whoops of delight (or was it fearsdw no crashes.

Leids Leap in the da
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The Norwegian
Stone at Glenmore.
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The next newsletter is due out on the end of the summer rollerski season. This year we will be probably fairly
barren of rollerski stories so your editor is even more desperate for articles. So you have a story from the
winter just gone, and | know some of you did go on exciting ski trips. Or do you have some other skiing
anecdotes or things that might interest the rest of us. Just send them to me.

The British Cross-Country
Ski Team at the Vancouve
Olympics 2010
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