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Clash snow days for 2012/13 = 2 (1 good, 1 margihal

Editorial
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“Where can one find a healthier and purer delightt  han when on a brilliant winter day one binds one’s
ski to one’s feet and takes one’s way out into the forest?” Fridjof Nansen (1860-1930).

ROLLERSKI RACING ROUNDUP
HUNTLY ROLLERSKI CHAMPIONSHIPS — Sat 8 " September

Not only did we have dry weather but we also hatshine & warmth for our club championships butdkiers coped
admirably with the unusual conditions. But alwdysre were complaints — too warm!! A slight changéhie race
format saw the U18/U16 males racing in the senibkm race rather than the shorter 5.1km distantieefoverall race
was won by U18 Robert Sircus from CBNSC. First Huekier home in @ place & flrst U16, was Duncan Gibb. A
continually improving Andrew Shanks was fastest tHusenior AT e 3 S
skier just 1sec behind Angus Maclean (U16). Thethuret battle 3 N ¢
saw Dave Horsley keep ahead of another improvingy s&teve
Young.

Oliver Newman won the boys 3.7lkm U14/U12 timeltehead of
brother Fergus with Jack Nicholls coming thirdthe girls race we
were once again treated to a close battle betwgand Gray & Beth
Maclean with Lynne winning out by just 5 seconds.

The largest field we have ever assembled for a déorace was
largely due to the efforts of Malcolm Cooper & Al@elford in
encouraging several of their Sunday Kids Club ke aart. An event I|ke thls can be a daunting eigpee for young
skiers but the encouragement from all the skiespé&ctators ensured they had a great time & alietbd@back I've had
from the youngsters & their parents has been pesifiirst Huntly skier home, if%place, was Peter Gibb & iff's
place Laura Patterson wa$ Huntly girl. Special mention should be made ofid®atterson who also was making her




racing debut. For the past year Zosia has beetlygui@stering rollerskiing on a
Thursday evening & gamely put those skills on digpl

Thank you to all who participated or helped. Intjgatar Chief of Competition Frank
Musgrave; Chief Marshal Rick Newman; timekeepeitarid Musgrave, Claire
Newman & Sandy Thorn; lap counters Alison Macleab@&uglas Young. And
finally lan & James Cooper for slaving over a hatbieque.

Malcolm Cooper
heads off in the relgy

CAIRNGORM CLASSIC HILL CLIMB - BRITISH
ROLLERSKI CHAMPIONSHIPS — Sun 9" September.

Fortunately conditions were slightly cooler for Hignd Nordic
Ski Club’s Cairngorm Classic Hill Climb on the Sayd The
climb was this years British Rollerski Championshgiving the
skiers an extra incentive to get up the hill fasthe senior
5.58km (335m) climb Sarah Young was first Huntlyeskeach  [Fszran Young nea
the top in §' place & £'lady. Not too far behind & in"6place
Andrew Shanks was thé Huntly man home. T

Duncan Gibb continued his excellent form in the W& 3.58km (220m) climb coming just 6 seconds belthe
winner Robert Sircus of CBNSC. Gregor Young, whaed/up to setting off at too fast a pace, heldoctake 3’
place by just one second. In a very close Ul4/W@it2 {1.73km, 80m climb) Fergus Newman won from Blani
Coursey who managed to split the twins with Oligeming third 1 second behind Daniel. In anotheersal of
fortunes Beth Maclean won the girls race aheadyohke Gray.

SCOTTISH SERIES 2012.The Cairngorm Classic was also the final racdef@-race Scottish Series. In the mens’
competition Andrew shanks was the best placed Mshkier in 3 place. Battling all season & behind Andrew were
Dave Horsley & Steve Young if"4& 5" places, Dave was"Male Vet. Olwen Thorn was third in the Senior &l
competition.

Once again it was the junior categories that pmedithe closest competitions. Robert Sircus of CBNMS@inated the
U18 section winning five of the six races, that defeat was to Harry Nicholls in the Clash Hilli@h. Coming into
the final race of the Series Harry was on exatttysame points as Gregor Young but Harry coul@peat his Clash
triumph & Gregor’s 4 place meant he cam&’a the Series. Harry wa&’® 1% U16 boy. Only 2 points separated
Oliver & Fergus Newman in the battle for the Ult#ei with Oliver just doing enough to win. Callunodper was 3
& 1%'U12 boy. A similar close rivalry occurred in thd4Jgirls between Lynne Gray & Beth Maclean but Lgtsn
three wins to Beth’'s two was enough to win the &eri

BRITISH ROLLERSKI SERIES 2012 . Andrew Shanks was
rewarded for his long journey down to London fo fimal race of
the British Rollerski Series — the Hayes Skiathdorthe 2% Sept —
with an impressive'3place. He needed these “English” event point§
to overtake Dave Horsley & become the best placetli senior in
5™ However Dave's Bplace was sufficient for him the take the
Series Vet title for 2012 & possession for one yafahe British
Masters +40 trophy. Posy Musgrave won the finaliésdace
confirming her & place in the Series.

or 5 skiers locked in battle. None of them compételdondon so the = | Dave Horsley receives te
Cairngorm Classic Hill Climb was the decider & digsa tactical ' :
error by Gregor Young he managed to hold off hisrest rival, a :

Lachlan Cowie of CBNSC, & take'?place in the Series.

Winner of the U14 competition & alsé'U12 was Merryn Frampton, our most travelled skiéerryn was the only
Scaottish club skier to race in England so scorethffive races. The Scottish skiers challengingfb#4 Series title
could only count their four Scottish races. Merryas displayed great dedication & enthusiasm aivelting from
Cornwall to the various event & was a very deseiSedes winner. Lynne Gray once again held ofhBéaclean to
win the U14 Girls.



CLASHINDARROCH NEWS

The Forestry Commission have done a fantastictiglm®ing the trails & this year have also cut batdng Hedder
Wye. A work party of Richard Atkey, Neil Foulkesaie Horsley, Colin Miller & Peter Thorn did somengeal
tidying up on the trails & very importantly got tesaowmobile started — it's feeling its age.

The Commission are replacing the noticeboard agtiiance to the forest with a more informativéa®tThey also
plan to replace all the maps. This is all good n&ehows the Commission’s continued support ofrgkin the
Clashindarroch.

Orange have put in larger fuel tanks by the mafidest & plan to top the tanks up in November. Thatingate a fill
will last three months so hopefully we won't haveyassues of vehicles driving on the snow this afint

All we need now is snow.

SKIING LEGENDS

In this issue | start a series of articles about remarkable personalities from the world of skiing. They may be great
champions, explorers or pioneers. Their stories will be inspirational, heroic & in some cases downright crazy. Most of
these stories will be of long retired or deceased skiers but this first one isn't. There was a great Olympics & Paralympics
this year & | was looking for some skiing link to these games. And | found one, a truly inspirational skier.

KAREN DARKE (b. 1971)

Paralysed from the chest down after a climbingderdi when
she was 21 Karen has gone to the complete mankenbeb —
climbing Mount Blanc, the Matterhorn & El Capitaock wall.
She has hand cycled the length of Japan & won rmedaNorld
para-cycling championships. At the London Paralyrsghe

won silver in the women’s 16km hand cycle timelt€ighen in

a sporting display of solidarity with her team RelcKlorris, they
declined to sprint for"3place in the Road Race but held hands
as they crossed the line hoping to share the browzil.

Unfortunately, although given the same time, thetplput
Rachel ahead of Karen. Photo fromwww.karendarke.com

In 2006 Karen skied east to west across Greenfaadsit-ski. That is 600km of double-poling withdlié advantage of
use of her abdominal muscles, pure arm strengtpingawith the severe cold, she has no feeling béiemnspinal
injury, was a major issue & there were many pratficoblems to solve — a toilet flap in the flodher tent solved
one. She claims sit-skiing as one of the hardé@sgshshe has tried to master but by the end gbtlmmey of 21 days
she was experiencing that feeling of effortlesdegthat all cross-country skiers aspire to. Hett pggpedition is a
planned trip to the South Polevw.poleofpossibilty.com

SUNDAY NORDIC KIDS CLUB by Malcolm Cooper

The Sunday Nordic Kids Club is into its second year & regularly
has 25 or more kids at a session. It is aimed at primary age
children of all abilities and/or children of any age that are new to
Nordic skiing. . The emphasis of the sessions is on having fun on
skis/roller-skis and learning through discovery. Activities include
group games, obstacle courses, treasure hunts, downhill slaloms, as well as roller-ski-ing or blading. These
activities have benefitted greatly from some new equipment, funded by Risertec, which enables some great
fun and interactive activities to take place. Children attending the sessions range from those with JDS or
after-school experience to those completely new to the sport and range in age from five to fourteen. It is
really encouraging to see so many children of various ages & abilities all having fun at Huntly Nordic &
Outdoor Centre on a Sunday morning and it is hoped that those who are new to the sport may continue on to
JDS in the New Year.

The sessions are coached by Alan Telford, Paul Gray, and Malcolm and Kay Cooper and are run on a turn
up and pay as you go basis, costing £5 per child. For further information about the sessions, or to offer your
help please contact Malcolm on kandm@cooper931.fsnet.co.uk




New Members

Welcome to Jo, Flossie & Felix Roberts.

Duncan Gibb has been joined by the rest of hislfa@iaham, Linsey & Peter.
Carl Pointer & Grant Wilson from the RAF have aggularly training in Huntly.
Kirree Seddon & Robert Scott from Fochabers are teeskiing.

Final Bits & Pieces.

Correspondence to: Peter Thorn
Sat 5™ Jan 2013 — Ski Orienteering Wes}t<Cra|gton Cotege,
th ennethmont,
Sun 1th3 Jan 2013 — Clash Dash Huntly, Aberdeenshire
Sat 9" Feb 2013 — The Secret Antiquarian Clash AB54 4QP
Sun 17" Feb 2013 — Huntly Nordic Open Championships. Email: huntlynordicsc@yahoo.co.u

SKI & COFFEE MORNINGS
Run by the Huntly Nordic & Outdoor
Centre
Mondays 9:30 to 11am
£9 per session
Contact Sandy at the Centre for detdlls
Tel: 01466 794428
Email: hnoc@aberdeenshire.gov.uk

Club Sponsors
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Eileen receives a bouquet i
recognition of all her hard wo
as Club Head Coach




